
 

 

Rural Communities Ideas into Action 

Large Grants 
 

Application Form B Questions and Guidance – for grants between 

£3,001 and £50,000 
 

This is a guide only to enable you to plan and draft your answers. To apply 

you need to complete the online application form here.  

Please submit your online application by 12 noon on Friday 8th October 2021. 

If you have difficulty applying online, please contact Inspiring Scotland in 

advance of the due date.  

Before completing this application form, we strongly recommend you read 

the Rural Communities Ideas into Action Fund Information and Guidance 

Notes and Technical Guidance.  

Please contact Inspiring Scotland if you have any questions – 

ruralcommunities@inspiringscotland.org.uk  
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Section 1 – Tell Us About Your Group/ 

Organisation 
 

1. Legal name of your group/organisation 

 

2. Trading name, or known name, if different from above 

 

3. Legal form 

Applicants must be a not-for-profit incorporated organisation. Please note if you are a registered charity this 

does not automatically mean you are an incorporated organisation, so please check the legal form of your 

organisation before submitting an application.  

☐  Constituted Community Group 

☐  Community Interest Company 

☐  Company Limited by Guarantee 

☐  Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation 

☐  Trust 

☐  Community Benefit Society 

☐ Co-operative Society 

 

4. Scottish Charity Registration Number (if applicable) 

 

5. Registered Address 

Please give the registered address and local authority for the lead organisation making the application. 

 

Address line 1 

Address line 2 

Address line 3 

Town/city 

Postcode 

 

Local Authority  

☐ Aberdeen City 

☐ Aberdeenshire 

☐ Angus 

☐ Argyll & Bute 

☐ Clackmannanshire 

☐ Dumfries & Galloway 

☐ Dundee City 
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☐ East Ayrshire 

☐ East Dunbartonshire 

☐ East Lothian 

☐ East Renfrewshire 

☐ Edinburgh City 

☐ Eilean Siar 

☐ Falkirk 

☐ Fife 

☐ Glasgow City 

☐ Highland 

☐ Inverclyde 

☐ Midlothian 

☐ Moray 

☐ North Ayrshire 

☐ North Lanarkshire 

☐ Orkney 

☐ Perth & Kinross 

☐ Renfrewshire 

☐ Scottish Borders 

☐ Shetland 

☐ South Ayrshire 

☐ South Lanarkshire 

☐ Stirling 

☐ West Dunbartonshire 

☐ West Lothian 

 

6. Main contact for the application 

Please include here the main point of contact for all queries regarding the application. 

First Name 

Last Name 

Position 

Phone Number 

Email address 

 

7. Social Media 

Please list all relevant social media addresses for your group/organisation. 

 Website 

 Facebook 

 Twitter 

 Instagram 
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8. What was your organisation’s income for the last three financial years? (enter 

numbers only – no £ symbols or commas) 

We recognise that your income may have varied considerably over the past three years as a result of 

the pandemic, and that different organisations operate to different financial years.  For the years 

indicated enter the income from your financial year that is most appropriate.  So for example, if your 

financial year runs from April to March, for 2020 enter the income for your financial year April 2020 

to March 2021. 

2020 

2019 

2018 

 

9. Is your organisation or group currently in receipt of funding from Tranche 1 of 

the Rural Communities Testing Change Fund? 

 

If you applied for Tranche 1 funding but have not yet been informed of the decision please indicate 

“Don’t Know”. 

 

☐ Yes 

☐ No 

☐ Don’t know 

 

 

10. Please describe your group or organisation's main purpose, aims and 

objectives. Please tell us what kind of services or activities you currently deliver 

and who you support (250 words max).   

 

11.  Is this a partnership application? If yes please provide partners’ details. 

If yes, include the name and contact details of any partners.  You can upload a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) setting out the roles of each partner.  While not required, including an MOU 

gives helpful context on the approach you are taking and the level of community engagement. 

 

Yes 

No 
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Section 2 – Tell Us About the Activity You 

Would Like Funding For 
 

12. Which Local Action Group (LAG) will your funded activity be delivered in?  

If you are not sure what LAG you are in, you can check this map.  If your location is not part of a 

LAG or you are a community of practice that is not associated with a place, select Not Applicable. 

 North Aberdeenshire 

 South Aberdeenshire 

 Angus 

 Argyll & the Islands 

 Ayrshire 

 Cairngorms 

 Dumfries & Galloway 

 Fife 

 Forth Valley & Lomond 

 Greater Renfrewshire & Inverclyde 

 Highland 

 Kelvin Valley & Falkirk 

 Lanarkshire 

 Moray 

 Orkney 

 Outer Hebrides 

 Rural Perth & Kinross 

 Scottish Borders 

 Shetland 

 Tyne Esk 

 West Lothian 

 Not Applicable 
 

13. What community does your project support?   

This programme is open to rural ‘places’ and communities of practice, as defined by the 

communities themselves.  For this fund a community may include a single village, group of villages, 

region or a group of people with particular characteristics.  Please define your community as 

specifically as possible.  

 

14. Postcode of where the work will be done. 
This information will be used to help understand where the proposed work will be and the 

characteristics of those places.  For this reason please include an indicative full postcode.  This may 

be different from the postcode of your registered address.  Multiple postcodes can be included if 

relevant (e.g. if your project covers more than one village).  For communities of practice not linked to 

a physical place please leave this blank. 

 

 

  

https://www.ruralnetwork.scot/local-development-strategy-areas-2014-2020-map
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15. Please indicate whether your community is “Accessible Rural” or “Remote 

Rural”. If you are unsure, please tick Don’t Know and we will check by using the 

postcode provided in question 14. 

 

The Scottish Government defines Rural Scotland as settlements with a population of less than 

3,000. A settlement is defined to be a group of high density postcodes whose combined population 

rounds to 500 people or more. They are separated by low density postcodes.  For further detail see 

Rural Scotland Key Facts 2021. 

 

 Accessible rural: locations with a less than 30 minute drive time to the nearest 

settlement with a population of 10,000 or more 

 

 Remote rural: locations with a greater than 30 minute drive time to the nearest 

settlement with a population of 10,000 or more. 

 

 Don’t know 

 

16.  What will you use the funding for?  Please describe the proposed activity (500 

words)  

 

17. Please tell us which of the following four fund outcomes your work will 

contribute to. (Select as many as appropriate.) 

 

1) Our rural community will have the opportunity to try out different approaches to 

local community development. 

 
2) Our group/organisation will work collectively and collaboratively with new partners 

to make positive changes in our community. 
 

3) Our group/organisation will tackle a priority/need/issue which hasn’t been addressed 
before in the community. 

 

4) We will monitor our progress and provide information and learning that will help 

inform future rural policy and programmes. 

 

 

18. Successful applicants will be able to tell us how the work delivered responds 

to local needs and will help strengthen the community you are based in.  How will 

this activity develop and support your community? (250 words) 

 

19.  Please describe how the community has been involved in developing the 

proposed activity and what evidence there is of community support for it.  (250 

words) 

 

20.  What is new or innovative about the proposed activity?  What do you hope 

to learn from it?  What will you put in place to identify learnings and track 

outcomes? (500 words) 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/rural-scotland-key-facts-2021/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/rural-scotland-key-facts-2021/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/rural-scotland-key-facts-2021/documents/
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21. Please select the most relevant Scottish government policy area(s) that your 

project will contribute to.  You can choose up to 3.  

 

 Community collaboration – within and among communities, and between communities 

and decision makers 

 Wellbeing & mental health 

 Addressing poverty and disadvantage 

 Community capacity building/enabling communities to take action 

 Community-led tourism and destination management 

 Community empowerment & improving local democracy 

 Inclusive, diverse and equal economic growth 

 Solutions to local planning issues and opportunities 

 Climate action & reducing carbon emissions 

 Supporting better rural infrastructure, including digital connectivity, housing, and/or 

transport 

 Engaging with or providing employment for young people 

 

22. Will your activity specifically support any of the following groups? Please tick 

all that apply: 

 
 Equality and marginalised groups  

 

By equality and marginalised groups we mean people who may face direct or indirect 

discrimination because of a protected characteristic. The Equality Act protects people 

against discrimination because of the protected characteristics we all have. These are age, 

disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, 

race, religion or belief, sex or sexual orientation. 
 

 People living in poverty 

 

 Unemployed Young People aged 16-21 

 

23. Tick this box to confirm that you will deliver your work in line with Scottish 

Government Coronavirus (COVID-19) guidance. 

 Yes 

 

This is a requirement of the fund.  If you do not tick this box your application will not be considered.   
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Section 3 – Finance 
 
24. How much money do you need? (Please note, the maximum award is £50,000)  

 

Enter numbers only - you should not use £ symbols or commas 

 

25. Tick this box to confirm that you will be able to spend this funding by the end 

of March 2022. Evidence of spend will be required.  

 Yes 

 

This is a requirement of the fund.  If you do not tick this box your application will not be considered.   

 

26. Please upload a budget indicating what your grant will be spent on using the 

required template. 

 

27.  Please describe the main elements of cost and how you arrived at them to 

support your budget proposal.  (250 words) 
 

28. Does your group/organisation have a bank account? This bank account must 

be in the name of your group/organisation. 

 

If you tick no to this question you will be given the option to provide the details of a registered charity 

that knows your work and can hold money on your behalf.  You will need to provide the organisation’s 

name and charity registration, and the name, phone and e-mail address of a contact person. 

 

☐ Yes 

☐ No 

 

 

 

Section 4 – Additional Information 

 
29. Please upload a copy of your constitution or set of rules, if applicable. 

 

30.  Please upload a copy of your latest set of annual accounts. 

 

31. Tick here to confirm that, if successful, you are willing to be contacted to 

participate in a short interview to explore the outcomes/impacts of your project 

further. 

☐ Yes 

 

This is a requirement of the fund.  If you do not tick this box your application will not be considered.   

 

 

  

https://www.inspiringscotland.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/RCIA-Large-Grant-Budget-Template.xlsx
https://www.inspiringscotland.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/RCIA-Large-Grant-Budget-Template.xlsx
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Section 5 – References 
 

32. Please provide two references for this project.  Referees should be able to testify, if 

contacted, that this project has been developed by the community, for the community.  

 

Referee Name 

Referee Position Please state here the referee’s position in the community.  This may or may not 

be the same as their professional position. 

Referee Email  

 

Section 6 – Authorisation 
 

33. I/we apply on behalf of the organisation named above for a grant as proposed in the 

application in respect of expenditure to be incurred over the proposed funding period on the 

activities described above. 

 

I certify that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the statements made by me in this 

application are true and the information provided is correct. 

 

Name of authorised person 

 

 

Position of authorised person 

 

 
Tick here to confirm your project will comply with the following 

 

The Grantee shall not, without prior written consent of the Scottish Ministers, dispose of any 

asset funded, in part or in whole, with Grant funds during the lifetime of the asset. During 

that period the Scottish Ministers shall be entitled to the proceeds of the disposal – or the 

relevant proportion of the proceeds based on the percentage of grant funding used in 

connection with the acquisition or improvement of the asset against the whole proceeds. The 

Scottish Ministers shall also be entitled to the relevant proportion of any proceeds resulting 

from any provision included as a condition of sale.  Approval is needed to change the original 

intention of the funding if the objectives have not yet been achieved. 

☐ Yes 

 

This is a requirement of the fund.  If you do not tick this box your application will not be considered.   

 

28. Applicants to the Rural Communities Ideas into Action Small Grants Fund 

should be aware that the Scottish Government is subject to the provisions of the 

Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 and the Environmental Information 

(Scotland) Regulations 2004. 
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Please therefore note that information provided may be disclosed in accordance 

with this legislation. When submitting an application, please let us know if there 

are any parts of it which would prejudice your commercial or other interests if 

they were made public, and explain (in broad terms) what harm might result from 

disclosure and/or publication.  However, given our statutory obligations, please 

note we cannot guarantee confidentiality. 

 

If applicable, use the space provided to provide more details about your concerns. 

 

 


