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Organised Outdoor Community Play Fund 
Supporting childhood health and wellbeing through outdoor play 
 

Funding Criteria and Guidance 
Introduction 
 
Inspiring Scotland strives for a Scotland without poverty or disadvantage. We want to create a Scotland 
where everyone, no matter who they are, has the same opportunities to reach their potential and lead 
happy and healthy lives. To do this, we help essential charities to become extraordinary charities, allowing 
them to better help the vulnerable and disadvantaged in our communities and transform our society.  
 
We have worked with Scottish Government for over 10 years to improve childhood health and wellbeing 
through play opportunities for children across Scotland. During this time, we have developed a number of 
approaches, resources and models that maximise the impact and delivery of outdoor play.  
 

The Fund 
On behalf of Scottish Government, we are seeking applications for funding to support childhood health and 
wellbeing through outdoor play via the Organised Outdoor Community Play Fund. 
 
We know Outdoor Play is more important than ever at this time.  It has a vital role in supporting better 
health and well-being for children. Being able to enjoy once again time outside, with friends, will aid 
children’s ability to understand and come to terms with the months of restricted movement and isolation.   
 
Play, and indeed outdoor play will be critical for children in their recovery. It will support in rebuilding their 
resilience after this pandemic, and aid in navigating the new way in which the world now operates. 
 
The Organised Outdoor Community Play Fund will provide financial support to eligible Scottish charities 
delivering outdoor play-based opportunities for children. Funding can be utilised to cover appropriate staff 
costs and elements of equipment, for example spare sets of waterproofs / wellies which will enable those 
children who may not have suitable clothing to participate equally. 
 
For 2020/21, the fund will support Scottish registered charities operating in areas of disadvantage (top 20% 
of SIMD) to deliver local community based outdoor play for children and their families.  This fund is aimed 
at charities who can deliver with almost immediate effect, and who will sustain delivery through to the end 
of March 2021.  
 
It is expected that these interventions will broadly follow the Play Ranger model. For more information on 
the Play Rangers model please see https://www.inspiringscotland.org.uk/publication/play-ranger-toolkit/ 
 
At all times it is expected that successful applicants will adhere to the current 
national health guidelines when supporting and delivering Organised Outdoor 
Community Play Fund. 
 
 
 

https://www.inspiringscotland.org.uk/publication/play-ranger-toolkit/
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Essential Criteria 
Applications for up to £25,000 will be considered although the average award is likely to be less than this.  
 
Applications will only be considered if they meet the following criteria: 
• The organisation is a registered Scottish charity 
• The provision will be for children 
• Only outdoor play will be supported 
• The outdoor play must be free to access for the children – no charges applied for participation 
• The charity applying has experience of providing outdoor play for children 
• The outcomes listed will be monitored and reported against 
• Funding requested will not duplicate any statutory or school provision 
 
What is not eligible in an application: 

• Applications which are predominantly for capital expenditure 
• Funding for significant core staff costs. Funding must be for new or additional staff hours and not 

replace existing staff costs 
• Applications from organisations that are not registered Scottish charities 

Application Process 
Applications can only be made online at: 

https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/5708521/2020-Community-Outdoor-Play-Fund-Application 
 
The closing date for applications is midnight on Monday July 20th  
 
Scottish Government and Inspiring Scotland will undertake an assessment of your organisation and funding 
application. We may contact you during this process for clarification. 
Once scoring and reviews are complete, funding decisions will be communicated to all applicants. 

Application Timeline 
This is an indicative timeline which we will work to shrink to support as much delivery during summer 
holidays as possible. We are aware this is a challenging timeline for charities but we hope you understand 
we are seeking to work towards the best outcomes for children at this challenging time. 
 
1. The application process will start on Tuesday July 14th   
2. The closing date for applications is midnight on Monday July 20th  
3. Review, due diligence and scoring of applications will take place between July 21st and 31st  
4. We anticipate that funding decisions will be communicated to charities before August 3rd  
5. Project delivery to start as soon as possible for school summer holidays. 
 

Application Questions   
Section 1: Contact details  
Section 2: Details of proposed project 
Section 3: Project Outputs 

• Details of how many sessions / weeks /children supported 
• Outcomes of project 

Section 4: Project costs / funding requested 
Section 5: Details of your organisation / what you currently provide / experience of providing outdoor play 
Section 6: Financial information for your charity.  

• Will need to upload annual report and accounts along with proof of bank details 
Section 7: Evaluation of project and timescales 
Section 8: References of support 

https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/5708521/2020-Community-Outdoor-Play-Fund-Application
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The Outcomes 
This fund aims to achieve these outcomes for both children and their families: 
 
1. Outcomes 1 - Children have more opportunities to play outside leading to improved health and 

wellbeing outcomes 
• Potential Indicators that could be used for monitoring 

i. Output measures based on increased volume of play opportunities provided and taken 
up 

ii. Children demonstrated improved health through their outdoor play activity – for 
example – played longer/played faster, expressed enjoyment at being more physically 
active, expressed how they felt better – didn’t get puffed out at games etc 

iii. Children demonstrated improved wellbeing through their outdoor play activity – for 
example – spoke about how it made them feel better, how happy they were, how they 
enjoyed meeting and playing with friends, showing empathy and speaking about impact 
on parents/grandparents/siblings 

 
2. Outcome 2 - Children and families become more aware of the benefits of outdoor play 

• Potential Indicators that could be used for monitoring 
i. Parents articulated the benefits they had seen for their child through participating in 

outdoor play – for example – they eat better, sleep better, more resilient in themselves 
etc 

ii. Parents articulate how they might wish to replicate the activity by themselves in their 
own spare time with their child/children 

 

Support from Inspiring Scotland 
As well as funding, successful applicants will receive support from Inspiring Scotland and access to our 
Specialist Volunteer Network. 
 
This network has more than 500 professionals who work in the private sector and volunteer their time and 
skills free of charge to support our work. Our volunteers range from lawyers, HR professionals and 
accountants to business mentors and marketing experts. They help the charities we support to address 
specific needs or build capacity. 

Contact 
 
If you have any questions, or need more information, please contact Inspiring Scotland 
mailto:jo@inspiringscotland.org.uk 

www.inspiringscotland.org.uk 

 

mailto:jo@inspiringscotland.org.uk?subject=OOCP
http://www.inspiringscotland.org.uk/
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